Graffiti Analysis 2.0: Paris 2009
Digital visualizations of motion captured graffiti tags. 

(Now on display at Fondation Cartier's Born In The Streets - Graffiti exhibition until November 29, 2009.)

Graffiti Analysis was originally developed in 2004 as part of Roth's thesis research at Parsons in New York City. The original version was created in collaboration with four NYC based graffiti writers: HELL, AVONE, JESUS SAVES and KATSU. The Fondation Cartier's Born In The Streets – Graffiti exhibition will house the first major update to the project since its initial release in 2005. 

In the days leading up to the opening of the exhibition on July 4, 2009, Roth met with all of the graffiti artists involved in the exhibition to capture their tags into the newly updated Graffiti Analysis 2.0 software. To capture tags with the software, a small light source is attached to a writer's pen and, as a graffiti writer creates a tag, the motion is digitally tracked using custom motion capture software . The resulting data is archived, visualized and projected in the gallery, exposing the poetic unseen motion behind the tags of influential Parisian and international graffiti artists. 

At the time of the opening, the Graffiti Analysis 2.0 software will be available online for free download from the artists' website (Mac / Windows / Linux). Roth is releasing the source code as well as detailed instructions on how to re-create the capture system.  Graffiti writers are invited to capture and share their own tags and computer programmers are invited to create new applications and visualizations of the resulting data. The project aims to bring together two seemingly disparate communities that share an interest hacking systems, whether found in code or in the city.

